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1 COR. XV. 10. 
Mot I, but the grace of Go 


which was with me. 


HE glorious Head of the Church has 
furniſhed ſome Miniſters with ſuch 
diſtinguiſhing Abilities, that they ap- 

pear as Stars of the firſt Magnitude, 

in his right hand, and are fo eminently * burning 
and ſhining lights in their Generation, that they 
attract not only the Eyes but the Admiration of 

Multitudes. Yet the moſt eminent amongſt 

them ſhould not boaſt of their Attainments, ſince 

it is God who makes them 0 differ, and they 
have nothing but what they have received; and 


if they have received it, why ſhould they glory as 
F they had not received it? 


Tar Apoſtle Paul inſiſts on this Argument i in 
the former Part of this Epiſtle, and propoſes it 
to the ſerious Conſideration of the Corinthians. 
They were * inricbed in all utterance, and in all 
knowledge, and were not inferior to other Chri- 
ſtians in any ſpiritual Gift ; but as they were 
ready to over-value themſelves on theſe Accounts, 
he reminds them from whence thoſe Indowments 
came, that they might not be puffed up, but 
might always entertain a ſober and modeſt Opi- 
nion of themſelves. And he cultivated in his 
own Soul the ſame humble Temper which he re- 
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cdmmended to others, that the peculiar Favours 
which the Redeemer had conferred upon him, 
might not exalt him * above meaſure. He was a * 
choſen veſſel, ſeparated from his mother*s womb, and 
called by the Son of God to bear his name before 
the Gentiles and kings, and to preach him among the 
Heathen: But he was not formed for that honour- 
able Imployment by perſonal Converſe with Zeſus 
while he was on Earth, and therefore he looked 
upon himſelf as * one born out of due time. And as 
he was called after the other Apoſtles, ſo he 
thought himſelf * he leaſt of them, not worthy to 
be numbered among them, eſpecially becauſe he 
had perſecuted the church of God. In other reſpects 
he was not a © whit bebind the chiefeſt of his Order; 
but theſe abaſing Circumſtances made ſuch a deep 
Impreſſion upon him, that he eſteemed them far 
better than himſelf. This excellent Man was 
® cloathed with humility, and that amiable Dreſs 
was his Ornament and Glory, and added a diſtin- 
guiſhing Luſtre to all the Gifts and Graces with 
which God had inriched him. This Humility 
led him to admire the Grace of God, and to 
aſcribe all that he was, and all the Good that he 
did, unto it; without it he was nothing, with it 
he was ſufficient for all the Labours and Sufferings 
devolved upon him as an Apoſtle of Chriſt, And 
this Grace that was beſtowed upon him, 9 was not 
in vain, for he laboured more abundantly than they 
all: But leſt he ſhould ſeem too aſſuming in that 
Expreſſion, he gives the Glory of his Services to 
the great Cauſe of them, and readily owns that it 
was not he alone who performed them, but the 
grace of God which was with him. 
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Taz Grace of God, in the ſtrict and proper 
Notion of it, ſignifies the divine Favour, appear- 
ing in many Inſtances, and producing different 
Effects, which may very fitly have the ſame Ap- 
pellation given them, becauſe they proceed from 
that Cauſe. This Grace was exceeding abundant 
in the Commiſſion given to Paul to 
amongſt the Gentiles the unſearchable riches of Chriſt ; 
in his Qualifications for the Execution of it, and 
in the wonderful Succeſs with which his Labours 
were crowned ; and therefore he had been very 
ungrateful, if he had not, on all Occaſions, owned 
his great Obligations to it. And they who now 
3 ſerve the Lord faithfully in the goſpel. of bis Son, 
will heartily concur with the Apoſtle in acknow- 
ledging its Power and Efficacy. If they are ac- 
quainted with themſelves, and conſider Things in 
that juſt Light in which they are repreſented in 
the holy Scriptures, their Thoughts will work 
after the ſame manner, and they will ſpeak the 
fame Language. In the midſt. of their Days, 
when they are arrived to the higheſt Pirch of 
Honour and Uſefulneſs, but more eſpecially 
when they have almoſt * fnibed their courſe, and 
the time of their departure is at hand, in a ſtrict and 
humble View of their Labours, they will ſay, 
with this holy Apoſtle, and with our dear Brother, 
who recommended theſe Words to our Conſide- 
ration on this ſolemn Occaſion, Not IJ, but the 
Grace of God which was with me. | 


Ix diſcourſing on this Subject, I ſhall, 
I. Inquirz how, and to what Purpoſes, the 
Grace of God is with Miniſters, 
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II. 1 SHALL draw ſome Inferences, from what 
ſhall be offered under that Head, by way 
of Improvement. 


I. I am to ſhew how, and to what happy 
Purpoſes the Grace of God is with Miniſters. 
Wr may indeed, in the general, aſſert, That 
all true Chriſtians partake of a rich Variety of 
Bleſſings which flow from the Grace of God as the 
Fountain of them; they are * juſtified freely by it 
through the redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus, their 
Hearts and Natures are ſanctified by its powerful 
Influences, and by the ſame * Grace they hope to 
be finally ſaved, And if Miniſters have ſome 
ſatisfactory Evidences that they are of that happy 
Number, they, with all their Brethren in the 
Lord, muſt refer the Glory of their Salvation, as 
well as Uſefulneſs, thither, and lay down the 
Crown there. But there are ſome peculiar Bene- 
fits which they receive from this Grace, in regard 
to their Office and Station in the Church of 
Chriſt, which are not common to all Chriſt's 
Diſciples. 

1. Divinx Grace fits them for their Work. 

TuISs Work of theirs is very difficult, and will 
require great Abilities for the Management of it : 
Immortal Souls are the Objects of their Care; 
it is their Buſineſs to ſeek their Good in this pre- 
ſent Life, and to ſhew them the Way to Happi- 
neſs in that which is to come. They ſhould 
_ awaken the Secure, inſtruct the * Ignorant, and 
thoſe that are out of the way, and indeavour * to 
turn Men from darkneſs to light, and from the 
power of Satan to God, And if God ſucceed their 
| | | Attempts 
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Attempts for the Converſion of Sinners, and they 
are * begotten through the goſpel, there ſhould be a 
conſtant Regard to their ſpiritual Edification in 
Faith, in Holineſs, and in Comfort. It is plain 
that ſo great a Variety of Services will demand 
conſiderable Furniture, in order to perform them 
in a worthy and honourable Manner. g 
T uꝝE ſanctifying Grace of God is to be mentioned 
in the firſt Place, as of the higheſt Importance. 
This is abſolutely neceſſary to Miniſters for the 
Salvation of their own Souls, and indeed for the 
avoiding a Condemnation aggravated in Propor- 
tion to the Eminency of their Station in the 
Church, the Profeſſion they have made, and the 
Ordinances they have adminiſtred ; if this Grace 
of God be not. with them, when they have * 
preached to others, they will be caſt away; and 
though they have 3 propheſied in ChriſPs name, yet 
he will ſay unto them, I never knew you, Depart 
from me, ye that work iniquity, It 1s plainly decla- 
red in the Goſpel, that * Except a man be born 
again, he cannot ſee the kingdom of God; and they 
who preach this Doctrine, mult at laſt ſtand or 
fall according to the Tenor of it. 
Vir AL Chriſtianity in the Hearts of Miniſters, 
will greatly conduce to their Uſefulneſs in their 
Generation. When they have experienced a ſa- 
ving Change wrought in themſelves by the Spirit 
of God, they will be better able to deſcribe it and 
preſs 1t upon others. If they have only a Notion 
of Converſion, collected out of the Scriptures or 
the Writings of other good Men, they may in- 
fiſt upon it in their Sermons, but their Diſcourſes 
will be dry, flat, and lifeleſs, and by no means 
agreeable to the Taſte and Reliſh of inlightned 

Minds. 
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Minds. God does not ordinarily bleſs the La- 
bours of theſe unexperienced Miniſters, at leaſt to 
ſuch a Degree as he does the Services of thoſe 
who are called by his Grace. Unregenerate 
«© Paſtors are a threatning Danger, and a heavy 
& Calamity on the Church of God; they worſhip 
* an ur known God, preach an unknown Sa- 
& your, an unknown Sanctifier, and are unac- 
« quainted with that Holineſs which they recom- 
&« mend to others; and therefore we cannot 
reaſonably expect that they will be ſucceſsful 
in. their Work. Paul was converted before he 
was ſent to preach the Goſpel 3 he was a Chri- 
ſtian before he was an A poſtle: And they who 
enter not into * 10e fa by the ſame Door, 
often prove thieves a robbers, and * grievous 
wolves, not fparing the flock nay ſometimes =y 
turn open Enemies and Perſecutors of that Cau 
which they once eſpouſed, and, like* Judas, falling 
by their tranſgreſion, they go to their own place. 
On theſe Accounts is the Grace of God neceſ- 
fary tor Miniſters, yet that alone will not fit them 
= their Work; if it would, every Chriſtian 
would be qualified for it, which renders the 
Office aſeleks In order therefore to make Men 
able Miniſters of the New Teſtament, * the Lord 
Jeſus Chrift pours out upon them a rich Effuſion 
of his Spirit. We read that when be aſcended on 
bigh, and“ led captivity captive, be gave gifts to 
men; and the Apoſtle expreſsly aſſures us, that 
one moſt eminent Purpoſe for which they were 
given, was that now under Conſideration, for 
the perfecting the ſaints, for the work of the miniſtry, 
and for the edifying of the body of Chriſt. The 
Apoſtles had extraordinary Powers, and —_— 
wor 
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work Miracles to awaken the Attention of a ſtu- 
pid World, and to confirm their Doctrine: And 
though theſe extraordinary Operations of the bleſ- 
ſed Spirit are ceaſed, the paſtors after God's own 
heart ſhall not be left deſtitute of proper Furni- 
ture for a regular Diſcharge of the Duties incum- 
bent upon them. The evangelical Service 1s a 
reaſonable one, and ſhould be performed in a ra- 
tional Way. A Miniſtry without Gifts, qualify- 
ing for a Work in which the intellectual Powers 
ought to be imployed, is a lifeleſs Image, and 
will never anſwer the Intentions for which it was 
appointed. 

Now theſe Favours viocred from the royal 
Bounty of an exalted Saviour, who diſpenſes 
them to whom, and in what Degree he pleaſes: 
It 1s by his Grace that Miniſters are what the 
are in this Reſpect, and it is wholly owing to his 
Kindneſs, that they have a competent Meaſure of 
them. The Man who vainly and wickedly ima- 
gined that the apoſtolical Gifts could be purcha- 
ſed with money, intailed a Mark of Infamy upon 
his Name to ſucceeding Generations: And no- 
thing but Pride and Arrogance will induce any 
to believe that they can merit thoſe Indowments 
which the Redeemer now confers on the Over- 
ſeers of his Flock. I may add, that the Freedom 
with which they are given 1s farther evident, be- 
cauſe there are many Perſons of good Senſe, great 
Learning, and of a pious Diſpoſition, who have 
earneſtly coveted * the bet gifts, as being conſcious 
of the want of them, which occaſioned a Defe& 
in their Acceptance and Ulefulneſs z who yet 
could never attain to any Eminency in them, 
while a larger Share hath been communicated to 
ſome of a lower n 

Nor 
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Nor that any are to neglect the proper Means 
for the obtaining theſe excellent Qualifications, 
and to expect them in a way of immediate Inſpi- 
ration. The Prophet Amos thought there was 
ſomething very extraordinary in his Caſe, that he 
who was 10 prophet, nor propbet's fon, but an 
berdman of Tekoa, and a gatherer. of ſycamore fruit, 
ſhould: be taken from following the. Flock, and 
ſent to* propbeſy to the People of 1/rael. The 
Spirit of God, in thoſe Times, uſually deſcended 
on ſuch as were brought up in the Schools of the 
Prophets; and we may reaſonably hope God will 
ſtill bleſs the Fountains of a religious and learned 
Education, and that fuch Streams ſhall proceed 
from them, which will make glad the holy Place of 
the Tabernacle of the Moſt High. When Pa- 
rents lend their Children to the Lord, and devote 
them to the Service of the Sanctuary, and 3 God 
touches their Heart in their tender Years, and 
they / willingly offer themſelves, a comfortable 
Expectation may juſtly be indulged, that ſome 
Degree of Fitneſs for it ſhall be produced and im- 
proved by ſuch Means as theſe. Accordingly 
we. have found that the greateſt Lights with 
which the Church of God has been bleſſed ſince 
the Days of the Apoſtles, were formed for Uſe- 
tulneſs by ſuch Cultivation ; it ought not there- 
fore to be lighted. It is a juſt Obſervation, that 
when Learning is deſpiſed, and a Pretence to 
immediate Teachings cried up in the room of 
it, powerful Godlineſs will ſoon depart from 
* ſuch a People, and all will dwindle into Ig- 
norance, Conceit, and Vanity.” 


2. Divixe Grace will make us diligent in our 
Work. 


cc 
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Ir ſurely requires the greateſt Diligence and 
the moſt conſtant Application; we ſhould * give 
ourſelves wholly to it; we are labourers in the 
Lord's harveſt ; and we ſhall never anſwer that 
Character, it we do not imitate the induſtrious 
Huſbandman, who exerts himſelf in reaping and 
gathering in the Fruits of the Earth. God 3 bewws 
Men by his Prophets, and the rough Stones and 
knotty Pieces will never be fit for the ſpiritual 
Building, if the Workmen do not put forth their 
full Strength. The /othful ſervant, who, inſtead 
of ſtirring up the + gift that is in him, bides bis 
talent in a napkin, and buries it in the earth, will 
find himſelf in a very bad Caſe, when his Lord 
ſhall call him to give up his Account; the moſt 
plauſible Excuſes will avail nothing, nor deliver 
him from the dreadful Effects of his juſt Reſent- 
ment; Rr Orders will then be iſſued 
forth to 5 caſt him into outer darkneſs; there will be 
weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, This will be the 
heavy Doom of the Remiſs and Negligent, who 
had only the Name and Title of Miniſters, but 
diſregarded the Duties of that holy Imployment. 

BuT divine Grace will produce a different 
Conduct, and excite us to do the Work which 
God hath put into our Hands, with all “ our 
might. This vital and active Principle will bring 
us under a fort of / neceſſity to preach the goſpel, 
and carefully to perform every other Part of that 
Service in which we are ingaged ; it will make 
us watchful of our Opportunities, and prevent 
our trifling away our preciaus Time in the little 
Impertinencies or vain Amuſements of Life. If 
we are under its Influences, it will work us up to 
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a fixed and ſteady Reſolution to labour more 
abundantly, and to uſe our Indeavours in fulfilling 
that * miniſtry which we have received in the Lord. 
TR Grace of God will exalt our Views, 
and place his Honour on the Throne in our 
Heart, which will fill our Souls with the moſt 
ardent Zeal for his Glory ; and that will be as a 
burning fire ſhut up in our bones, almoſt “ eating 
us up, and conſuming us, until it break forth in 
vigorous Efforts to promote the Good of his 
Church. Divine Grace will beget in us ſuch a 
tender Concern for the Flock which Chriſt has 
redeemed * with his own blood, that we ſhall chear- 
fully * bend and be ſpent in their Service; our 
Time, our Strength, and all our Powers will be 
imployed for their Good. If we are affet7:o- 
ately defirous of them, we ſhall be willing to im- 
part to them not the goſpel of God only, but our own 
fouls, becauſe they will be exceeding dear to us. 
Facob ſerved ſeven Years for Rachel, and the Fa- 
tigue was not heavy to him ® for the love he bad 10 
ber. And Charity, the greateſt of all Graces, 
will make us labour day and night, * in wearineſs 
and painfulneſs, for the elect's ſake, that they may 
obtain the ſalvation which is in Chriſt Feſus with 
eternal glory. | 
' Moxxeover, the Grace of God will raiſe our 
Thoughts above this World, and lead them 
'' within the vail, even into the bolieſt of all, to 
view that glorious Reward which faithtul Mini- 
{ters ſhall receive in a future State: And this 
will wind up all the Springs'of Action, put all 
the Wheels in Motion, and produce the utmoſt 
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Stretch of our Powers, leſt we ſhould miſs of the 
* prize Which is ſet before us: When the hea- 
vens are opened, and we, by Faith, behold the Son 
of Man ſtanding with the crown in his Hand, ready 
to place it on our Head, when we have filled up 
the Meaſure of our Services, that will animate 
and quicken us; and we ſhall feed his floct with a 
3 ready mind and diligent Hand, -when we are 
fully perſuaded that we ſhall at laſt * and in a 
glorious Lot, and ſhine as the brightneſs of the fir- 
mament, and as the ſtars for evermore. 

3. Taz Grace of God aſſiſts Miniſters in the 
ſeveral Parts of their Work. INT | 

*WeE have this treaſure in earthen veſſels, Mi- 
niſters are ſubject to like Paſſions, that is, animal 
Infirmities, as others; their Labours often weaken 
their Conſtitution, impair their Strength, and 
bring thoſe Diſorders upon them which unfit them 
for their Work, or frequently interrupt them 
therein. But their greateſt Hindrance ariſes from 
the © lato in their members warring againſt the law 
in their minds, and the body of death which they 
carry about with them : They have their dark 
Hours, and often groan, being burdened with a 
very lifeleſs Frame of Spirit, even at thoſe ſolemn 
Seaſons when the beſt Temper 1s required : But 
the Redeemer has promiſed to be with them 
3 always, even to the end of the world; and his 
Spirit and Grace will help their znfirmtzes, and 
10 znlarge their hearts, that they may run the 
way of his commandments. When the power of 
Chriſt reſts upon them, and his ſtrength is made per- 


felt in their weakneſs, their Souls will be ſet at 
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Liberty, and give a Readineſs and ſome Degree 


of Sufficiency for every * good Word and work, 

* They who labour in the word and doctrine, 
ſhould ſtudy to approve themſelves to God by a 
due Preparation for publick Service, and look up 
to him for the Influences of his Grace to direct 
their -Studies, that they might be pleaſant to 
themſelves, and profitable to others. They ought 
to pray that their Meditations may be ſo con- 
ducted, that they may anſwer the beſt Purpoſes. 
The inſpired Volume is a large Work, and Mini- 
ſters are ſometimes at a loſs what to pitch upon, 
their Thoughts are divided, they waſte a great 
deal of precious Time in wandring from one Text 
to another; and this tedious Uncertainty would 
more frequently occur, if God did not interpoſe 
and determine the Choice. When this is done, 
and the Portion of Scripture to be conſidered 
fix d, his Holy Spirit often deſcends, and gives ſuch 
a Flow of uſeful and pertinent Thoughts, as ſhall 
be peculiarly adapted to the Circumſtances of the 
Hearers ; the Caſe of many ſhall be ſo particu- 
larly deſcribed, and the Advices propoſed ſhall 
be ſo ſuitable, that the Diſcourſe ſhall ſeem to 
be prepared immediately for their Benefit, when 
the Preacher was altogether unacquainted with 
them. It is a juſt Remark of a learned Writer,3 
That there are few who have made any Ob- 
<< ſervations on themſelves, but have found that, 
in many Inſtances, they have been over-ruled, 
they know not by What, or How, or Why, to 
«© do Things which have been attended with very 
* remarkable Conſequences.” And thus it hath 
been with Miniſters in their Retirements ; ſuch a 
Turn hath been given to their Minds, that they 

ns have 
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have been unaccountably diverted from their firft 
Intentions, and led to another Subject, or to the 
Management of that under Conſideration, in a 
Manner quite different from 'what was at firſt de- 
ſigned ; and theſe happy Digreſſions have been 
ſignally owned and bleſſed in the Benefit which 
thoſe who attended their Miniſtry have reaped 
from them. And may we not reaſonably and 
piouſly conclude, that theſe ſtill Whiſpers and 
filent Communications were from God himſelf, 
and that the Hand and Voice of the Lord was in 
them? The chief ſhepherd, who *knows all things, 
gives theſe ſecret Inſtructions to the Maſters of 
Aſſemblies, that they may feed his flock and his 
lambs in ſuch a manner, that, with Delight. and 
Satisfaction, they may go in and out, and find 
paſture. 

Gop alſo cloaths his“ prieſts with righteouſneſs 
and ſalvation, when they reſort to the place 
where he hath recorded his name, that his ſaints 
may ſhout for joy. They appear there richly 
adorned with the Gifts and Graces of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which Habits are the peculiar Glory of 
their Profeſſion, The © houſe of God is the houſe 
of prayer, and when Miniſters are offering up the 
Petitions of the People, God pours out the ” ſpirit 
of grace and ſupplication, that they may wreſtle and 
plead with him. He touches their Lips with“ 4 
coal from his altar, and gives? utterance to them, 
that, in declaring his Counſels, they may oper 
their mouths boldly, and * ſpeak as the oracles of 
God, He teaches them to deliver themſelves 
with that Gravity and Seriouſneſs, with that Life 


and 

r Ecclef. xii. 11. John xxi. 17. 3 John x. . 
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and Power, which, through the divine Bleſſing, 
may moſt forcibly impreſs the Minds of the 
Hearers. The like Aſſiſtance is given in admi- 
niſtring the Sacraments. . The Grace of God 
makes them * fervent in ſpirit ; and then they lead 
and guide the Devotions of their Fellow-worſhip- 

with that Life which cauſes * their heart to 
= within them; and our Lord makes himſelf 
3 known to them (as to the Diſciples of old) in th 
breaking of bread. 
I wovLD by no means countenance an Expe- 
Ration of ſuch viſionary Impreſſions as cannot be 
ſupported either by Reaſon or Scripture. But is 
it not certain that the great Father of Spirits 
hath. Acceſs to our Minds in ſecret and inviſible 


Ways? and cannot he move and incline them as 


he pleaſes, without infringing their Liberty, or 
doing Violence to their Faculties? Will it not 
contract his Empire, and narrow the Bounds of 
his Dominion, to place the Souls of Men in a 
State of Independency upon him? Is this con- 


ſiſtent with his univerſal Government? or does 


not ſo much depend on the Intentions and Reſo- 
lutions of free Agents, that all Things muſt ſoon 
fall into the utmoſt Confuſion and Diſorder, if 
theſe were not ſubject to the Direction of the 
great Ruler of the World? And is not the Work 
of the Miniſtry of ſuch Conſequence to Mankind, 
and ſo neceſſary to ſupport the Intereſt of true 
Religion, that we may reaſonably expect a kind 
Interpoſition in favour of thoſe that are imployed 
therein ? Nay, has not his Word incouraged them 
to hope that he will * ſtand by them, and 
ferengthen them by his Spirit, who ſhall * ever 
abide with his Church? Do not Miniſters pray 
earneſtly 

* Rom. xii. 11, Luke xxiv. 32, 3 Luke xxiv. 35 

* 1 Tim. iv. 17, 5 John xiv, 16, Ins 


C- 


earneſtly for his Preſence and Aſſiſtance? And 


do they mean nothing by thoſe Prayers? Are 
they only decent Compliments paid to the Al- 
mighty, by which as little is intended as by ſuch 
Forms of Civility amongſt Men? And are they 
not, at ſome Times, in a much better Diſpoſition 
than at others ? and ſhould they not acknowledge 
the kind Regards of their God on ſuch happy 
Occaſions ? 

4. Divine Grace ſupports Miniſters under 
their Diſcouragements, 
Drrricurrixs will ariſe, if we faithfully diſ- 

charge our Truſt as * tewards of the myſteries of 
God. We are attacking the * trong man armed, 
and indeavouring to recover Souls out of his 
Hands; therefore we muſt expect that he will do 
his utmoſt to oppoſe and hinder us. The Shep- 
herds of the Flock are the Objects of the Devil's 
moſt inveterate Malice, and, if it be poſſible, 
he will 3 /mite them, that the ſheep may be ſcat- 
tered and become his Prey. The Writers of the 
Lives of our firſt Reformers, and of many emi- 
nent Miniſters who lived next after them, have 
given a particular Account of their Conflicts with 
this powerful Adverſary; And if we of the preſent 


Age have milder Treatment, I am afraid it is 


becauſe our Attempts againſt his Kingdom are 
feeble and leſs formidable to him than theirs. 
Ay as the Evil One hath an Influence over 
the * children of diſobedience, ſo he will ſtir them 
up, to hinder the Progreſs of the Goſpel, by 
pouring Contempt on thoſe by whom it is pub- 
liſhed. None ever deſerved better of Mankind 
than the Apoſtles, but few have met with worſe 
Uſage from an ungrateful and ſtupid World. 
C Theſe 
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Theſe excellent Men went about doing good, and 
yet thoſe thoughtleſs Wretches, to whom they 
were ready to perform the kindeſt Offices, beha- 
ved towards them as if they had been the Scum 
of the Earth, the Refuſe of the World, the * filth 
and off-ſcouring of all things. And we have lived 
to ſee the Day, in a Chriſtian and Proteſtant Na- 
tion, in which the Office of the Miniſtry is ac- 
counted a Burden to the Community, and the 
Perſons who pay any Regards to it, are eſteemed 
weak and ſuperſtitious, 

BESsID ES, Miniſters muſt expect to meet with 
Exerciſes and Trials from thoſe who are under 
their immediate Care ; they have not * alread 
attained, or are already perfect; the Minds of 
ſome of them are weak, their Capacities narrow, 
and their Paſſions ſtrong ; ſometimes, perhaps, 
Pride and Vanity puffs them up, Anger and Re- 
ſentment tranſports them beyond due Bounds, or 
Prejudice hurries them into Meaſures inconſiſtent 
with Chriſtian Charity, and ſo that they are, in 
many Reſpects, a Contradiction to themſelves. 
A Fondneſs for their own Opinions and Schemes, 
makes them dogmatical- and impatient of the In- 
ſtructions of thoſe who are much wiſer. The 
Views of this World often enter too far into their 
Conduct; and when theſe little ſecular Intereſts 
claſh, they often forget their Relation to Chrift 
and to each other; the“ beginning of their ſtrife is 
as when one letteth out water, and the Progreſs of 
their contention like the bars of a caſtle. 

THESE Diſtempers of their Minds will cer- 
tainly break forth on many Occaſions, and give 


no {mall Uneaſineſs to thoſe who are over them 


in them Lord; they will find it very difficult to 
pleaſe 


Acts x. 38. h. 13. 3 Phil, iii. 12. 
4 Prov. xvii. 14. 


[ 19 ] 


pleaſe them either in their Preaching or in their 
Conduct: If they inſiſt on the great Doctrines of 
Grace, they ſhall be cenſured as incouraging Li- 
centiouſneſs; and when the Duties of the Chri- 
ſtian Life are urged, Complaints will be made 
that they want Light in the Goſpel: If they are 
free and chearful in Converſation, they are taxed 
with Levity; and when they are grave and ſe- 
rious, they are accounted ſour and moroſe. And 
what ſtill renders their Lot harder, is, that what 
is commended and applauded at one time, ſhall 
be diſapproved and even condemned at another : 
So fickle and ſo inconſtant is Man! 

Turks; are no new Things, the Apoſtle Paul 
had « large Share of them; he was unkindly uſed 
by thoſe who had ſeen the * ſigns and wonders he 
wrought, and were the * epiſtle of Chriſt miniſtred 
by him, and written with the Spirit of God, The 
3 more he loved them, the le was he beloved by 
them. They who had once ſuch a Veneration for 
him, that they received him as an * angel of God, 
even as Chriſt Feſus the Lord, were ſo alienated 
from him, that they reckoned him their enemy 
only becauſe he told them he truth. Such Weeds 

as theſe generally ſpring up in a time of Proſpe- 

. rity, and get to a head when the * churches have 
reſt. Perſecution often makes Chriſtians humble 
and peaceable, but when they are delivered from 
Dangers from without, the? enemy ſows tares, works 
up their Spirits to an undue Ferment, and makes 
them uneaſy to themſelves, uncomfortable to 
their Fellow-Chriſtians, and troubleſome to thoſe 
who preſide in the Societies to which they belong. 
We ſhall meet with ſomething of this Kind 
wherever we go, ſince theſe are the Seeds of Sin 
C2 which 


-  T. Rom. xv. 18, 19, 2 Cor. ul. g. 32 Cor. xu: Is. 
4 Gal. iv. 14, 16. Acts ix. 31. 6 Matth, xiii. 25 
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which are ſown in all Places. Should we attempt 
to deliver ourſelves from them by changing our 
Situation, and removing from one Congregation 
to another, we might not only find ourſelves diſ- 
appointed, but ſhould, perhaps, take up Burdens 
much heavier than thoſe which we laid down. 

Bur divine Grace will * comfort us in all our 
tribulations ; it will ſupport us under theſe and all 
other Diſcouragements, and carry us honourably 
through them. 

IT is not improbable that Paul's thorn in the 
fleſh, was a Diſorder in his Countenance, and an 
Heſitation in his Speech, occaſioned by his Reve- 
lations, which made ſtronger Impreſſions upon 
him than his Conſtitution could bear. The Pro- 
phet Daniel was ſick certain days, and fainted un- 
der his Viſions; and Jobn 1755 as dead at the feet 
of Chriſt, when he appeared to him; and Paul's 
Aſcent into the third beaven, might poſſibly affect 
him after this manner. This Meanneſs in his 
Preſence, and Defect in his Elocution, raiſed 
great Fears in his Mind, left it ſhould hinder the 
Succeſs of his Miniſtry : He intended to preach 
the Goſpel at Rome and Athens, amongſt the Po- 
lite and Learned, who would deſpiſe him on this 
Account: And perhaps the Athenians might after- 
wards take occaſion from thence to call him 4 
Babbler. However, it is certain that this irmity 
in bis fieſp was a great Affliction, and be beſought 
the Lord thrice that it might depart from him. To 
theſe Requeſts a gracious Anſwer was returned, 
though not in Kind, yet in a rich Equivalent, Wd 
what he deſired Chriſt aſſured him that * bis 
grace ſhould be ſufficient ſor him ; and then he could 


— 


glory 
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glory in infirmities, becauſe when he was weak in 


himſelf, he was ſtrong in the Lord, and the power 


of his might. * 

Tx ſame Grace will be ſufficient * us, when 
the Clouds gather, the Storms ariſe, and innume- 
rable Evils ſurround us ; * none of theſe things vill 
move us, we ſhall be a defenced city, a braſen wall, 
an iron pillar, and a ſtrong tower.* We ſhall fight 
the good fight of faith, and indeavour to finiſh over 
courſe, whatever Oppoſition we may meet with 
in our Way, If our Enemies inſult us, our 
Friends flight us, and owr own Infirmities lie 
heavy upon us, we ſhall * indure hardneſs as good 
ſoldiers, and be ſtedfaſt in that Work to which 
we are called. Divine Grace will inſpire us with 
a firm and couragious Reſolution of Mind, which 
ſhall gather Strength even from the Oppoſitions 
it meets with, and turn them into ſo many Oc- 
caſions of approving our Fidelity to the great 
Captain of our Salvation, in a more illuſtrious 
manner than we could otherwiſe have done. 

5. Tux Influences of Divine Grace will pro- 
duce in Miniſters a wife and an honourable Con- 
duct, 

CHRISTIANITY is not formed on the Maxims 
of human Policy; and they who are imployed 
in the Propagation of it, ſhould carefully avoid 
thoſe mean Artifices which fleſhly Wiſdom may 
dictate, and always manage it with Simplicity and 
godly Sincerity. And yet the Ambaſſadors of 
Chriſt ſhould take care to behave in a diſcreet 
manner; otherwiſe they will not be able to main- 
tain the Dignity of their own Character, or to 


ſupport the Honour of him that ſent them. If 


the Grace of God is plentifully communicated to 
them, 


Eph. vi. 10. Y Adds xx. 24. 5 Jer. 1, 18. 
4 2 Tim. iv. 7. 5 2 Tim. ii. 3. | 
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hem, it will make them ſuch 20 maſter-builders, 
laying the foundation on the apoſtles and prophets, 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief corner-ſtone,* and 
building thereupon gold and ſilver, and not wood, 
hay, and ſtubble, which ſhall be burnt up * and con- 
ſumed. If they are under the Influences of this 
Grace, in preaching the everlaſting goſpel, they 
will proceed with Caution, and not indulge the 
Sallies of a warm Imagination, in delivering that 
which in their cooler Hours they will not be able 
to defend; they will /peak the words of truth 
and ſoberneſs, and endeavour to ſet the great 
» Dodtrines of Religion, contained in the holy 
Scriptures, in the juſteſt and moſt unexceptionable 
Light, that the Weak and leſs Judicious may not 
fall into Miſtakes, nor any Occaſion of Cenſure 
be given to the Severe and Captious. They will 
alſo imitate the Example of Jeſus, who inſtructed 
his Diſciples as they were able to bear it,“ and did 
not unſeaſonably inſiſt on thoſe things which they 
could. not receive, but on the whole taught in ſuch 
a manner, that many admired the Wiſdom which 
was given unto him. And it his Spirit reſt upon 
us, we ſhall teach every man in all wiſdom, choo- 
ſing the moſt proper Seaſons, and accommoda- 
ting ourſelves to Mens different Circumſtances 
and Capacities, that we may preſent them perfect in 
Chriſt Feſus.“ The wiſe Servant, who is conducted 
by the ſame Spirit of Wiſdom, will do all things 
decently, and keep up the Decorum of holy Ad- 
miniſtrations, that nothing, mean and ridiculous 
may appear in them, while the Simplicity of the 
Goſpel is preſerved. He will give to his Lord's 
Houſhold their meat in due ſeaſon,* and by a pun- 
ctual — exact a the Time allotted for 

| publick 
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pony Worſhip, and a diſcreet Adjuſtment of 
every Part of the Service, allowing each its pro- 
per Share, will increaſe the Satisfaction and De- 
light with which God's Saints wor ſhip him i in the 
beauty of holineſs." 

MokovkR, Divine Grace wal inſpire us 
with that wiſdom which is from above, which is firſt 
pure, and then peaceable, gentle, ea eaſy to be intrea- 
ted, full of mercy and good fruits.* This will 
make us wary and cautious in our Undertakings, 
prudently attending to the Conſequences of our 
Actions, that foreſeeing the Inconveniences which « 
will follow, we may avoid them. This excellent 
Indowment will drive away that Anger and Re- 
ſentment which reſts only in the boſoms of fools ;* it 
will incline us to forgive Injuries, to pals by little 
Affronts, and ſo wiſely to accommodate ourſelves 
to the Temper of our People, as to render them 
eaſy to themſelves, and ſerviceable to the com- 
mon Intereſt, 

Taz Grace of God will enable the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel to walk in wiſdom towards them that 
are without, giving no offence * in any thing, that 
the miniſtry be not hlamed, but pleaſing all men in 
all things, not ſeeking our own profit, but the profit 
of many, that they might be ſaved :* It will make us 
affable and courteous to all Men, and we ſhall 
not ſay to them, Sand by, we are bolier than you; 
but the Eaſe and Freedom of Converfation will 
be maintained without ſuch a Compliance as will 
confirm any in their Folly, and harden them in 
their Iniquity. It will alſo difpoſe us to do the 
kindeſt Offices, and to watch for Opporrunities 
to oblige and ſerve them. 


Trnvs, 
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Tavus, on the whole, this Grace will make us 
the * lights of the world, and ſalt of the earth: In 
our Families, and in all the Relations of Civil 
Life, it will teach us to ſhew ourſelves Patterns 
of good Works, that we may be * examples to the 
believers, in word, in converſation, in charity, in 
purity, and in every Chriſtian Virtue. In a word, 
to 3 behave ourſelves bolily, juſtly, and unblameably 
among them. 

6. Taz Grace of God gives Efficacy to the 
Labours of Miniſters. 

Wx cannot but wiſn for Succeſs in every 
Undertaking, but ſurely it is eſpecially deſirable 
in the great Work of the Miniſtry; in which the 
Honour of God, the Intereſt of a Redeemer, and 
the Salvation of immortal Souls are ſo apparently 
and ſo intimately concerned. It is certain that 
ſome Miniſters have been remarkably ſucceeded 
as the means of converting a Multitude of /nners 
from the error of their way,* of turning many from 
Sin to Righteouſneſs, and edifying Chriſtians in 
their moſt holy Faith; and they have had the 
Satisfaction to know that they have been thus 
uſeful. Much Good may have been done by 
others, tho* they themſelves may be in a great 
meaſure ignorant of it. And indeed I verily 
believe none will know all the Succeſs that has 
attended their Labours, till they receive the Re- 
ward of them. Many may appear at the laſt as 
their crown of rejoicing,” who either never had an 
Opportunity to acquaint them with the Benefit 
which they received from their Miniſtrations, or 

through Modeſty concealed it from them. 
BuT whatever Succeſs has attended them, it 
was not owing to their own power and holineſs, e but 
to 

: Matth. v. 13. 2 1 Tim. iv. 12. 3 1 Theſſ. ii. 10. 
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to the band of the Lord that was with him, which, 


where numerous Converts were made, inclined | 
them to believe and turn to him. The weapons of 


our warfare are mighty only through God, to the 
pulling down of ſtrong holds, caſting down imagina- 
tions, and every high thing that exalteth itſelf againſt 
the knowledge of God, and bringing into capti ny 
every thought into the obedience of Chriſt." We 

never perſuade any to become the Redeemer's 
willing people, until the day of his power * paſs upon 
them. The jfſbers of men may toil, but they 
will catch nothing unleſs Jeſus directs the . 
of the Net. Our Expectations will often be diſ- 
appointed, and we ſhall reap nothing when we 
promiſed ourſelves a plentiful Harveſt, The Ser- 
mons which we may think moſt adapted to do 
good, will not anſwer the End, nor be attended 
with Succeſs ; but we ſhall ftretch forth our hand 
all the day Jong unto a diſobedient and gainſaying peo- 
ple, * who will continue to walk in ways that are not 
good,“ and to follow their own Thoughts, though 
we do our utmoſt to perſuade them to put away 
the evil of their doings.” This hath been, and al- 
ways will be the Caſe, if God does not work with 
us and by us. The Apoſtle has ſet this Matter 
in a clear and ſtrong Light in the beginning of 
this Epiſtle to the Corinthians, which you may 
conſult at large ; and when he had reproved them 
with ſome Severity for their eager Contentions 
about human Names, he expreſsly declares, that 
if any good had been done by the moſt eminent 
Miniſters, it was to be aſcribed to God alone; 
and he declares it in the moſt emphatical Terms: 


D Neither 
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Neither is he that planteth any thing, neither be that 
watereth, but God that giveth the increaſe.” He 
could not ſpeak more diminutively of himſelf 
and his Brethren, or place them lower, than by 
pronouncing that they were as nothing in that 


wonderful Succeſs which attended their. Labours. 


With all their divine Indowments, they could not 
add Efficacy to their own Miniſtrations : They 
could raiſe the Dead, heal the Sick, diſpoſſeſs 
Satan of the Bodies of Men, but they could not 
raiſe up Souls dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, heal the 
Sickneſs of the Mind, nor deliver thoſe who 
were 3 taken captive by the Evil One, without the 
filent and powerful Communications of divine 
Grace. And if theſe inſpired Preachers could not 
make their Labours ſucceſsful, What can we do 
with our meaner Talents ? Should we not always 
ſay, when we are of any uſe, that it 1s not we, 
but the grace of God which was with us? 


II. I now proceed to the Reflections which will 
naturally ariſe from this Subject. 


1. Ir the Grace of God will thus abundantly 
furniſh Miniſters for their Work, we may cer- 
tainly conclude that it will be ſufficient for 
Chriſtians in a more private Capacity, 


Gop hath ſomething for all his Servants to do 
and to ſuffer while they are here in this World; 
and he expects they ſhould faithfully ſerve their 
generation according to bis will,“ and, by a patient 
continuing in well-doing, ſeek for glory, and honour, 
and immortality.” The Way to Heaven is not ſo 
ſmooth and eaſy as many imagine; and we ſhall 
certainly 


1 Cor. In. 7. z Eph, u. 1. 3 2 Tim. ii. ult. 
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certainly meet with Difficulties in it; for thro? 
much tribulation te muſt enter into the kingdom of 
God.” 

Bur Miniſters have many additional Services, 
and ſtand expoſed to greater Trials on account. of 
their public Character in the Church of Chriſt, 
Now if divine Grace is“ ſufficient for them, it will 
be much more ſo for thoſe from whom leſs Work 
is required, and upon whom much lighter Bur- 
dens are laid. The humble Chriſtian may ſurely 
make ſuch Reflections as theſe on what the Grace 
of God does for Miniſters: I have often. beheld, 

with Surpriſe and Wonder, its mighty Efficacy 
in their high Attainments, in their excellent 
and uſeful Labours, in their uncommon Exer- 
e ciſes, in their honourable Conduct, and in 
their moſt extenſive Uſcfulneſs; therefore I 
may, with Safety, depend upon it, fince it 
cannot fail me in the narrower Sphere i in which 
„I move, If the Captains of the Lord's Hoſts 
* have been animated by this Grace ſucceſsfully 
<* to fight his Battles, I doubt not but I ſhall be 
able to maintain the little Poſt he hath aſſigned 
„% me with Honour, and that the ſame Grace will 
4 enable me to hold out and indure to the End.” 


2. FRomM hence we infer, That Miniſters 
ſhould be recommended to the Grace of God. 


T #1s ought to be done with much Solemnity 
when they firſt enter upon their Work. The 
Reaſon and Fitneſs of Things require that they 
ſhould not ingage in that 1 important Unlertaking, 
without fervent Addreſſes to the Throne of Grace, 
that they may be carried thro? it with Honour 
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to their great Maſter, with Uſefulneſs to thoſe 
amongſt whom they labour, and Comfort to 
themſelves. Since, as we have ſeen, nothing can 
be done to any good Purpoſe without the Influ- 
ences of divine Grace, theſe ought to be ſought 
with the greateſt Importunity. 

Wurm Saul and Barnabas had received their 
Commiſſion to preach the Goſpel to the idolatrous 
Gentiles, expreſs Orders were given by the Holy 
Ghoſt to ſeparate them for the work whereunto they 
were called; and when they had faſted and prayed, 
end laid their hands upon them, they ſent them 
away. And when Paul ſet out on a ſecond 
Journey, he was again recommended, by the Bre- 
thren, 10 the grace of God.“ This laudable and 
reaſonable Cuſtom is ſtill kept up in our Churches, 
and, I hope, never will be laid aſide. When 
Miniſters — themſelves to this holy Imploy- 
ment, or are removed by Providence from one 
Congregation to another, divine Influences ſhould 
be earneſtly ſought, that Miniſters and People 
may be more deeply impreſſed with a Senſe of 
their Dependence upon them. 

Tur People ſhould be daily recommending 
their Miniſters to this Grace, in their ſecret and 
private Addreſſes unto God. The Apoſtles made 
it their Requeſt to the brethren tos pray for them; 
and ſince we ſtand in greater need of ſuch 
Prayers, it will be- very unkind if you will not 
allow us a ſhare in yours, eſpecially when you 
conſider that your own Intereſt is concerned, and 
that in praying for us, you do, in effect, pray for 
yourſelves, It God ſtand at a diſtance from us, 
not only we, but our People alſo, will ſoon feel 
the Loſs of his Preſence ; and when the Spirit is 
plentifully 
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plentifully poured out upon us, they will ſoon 
reap the Benefit of it. 


3. LI Minifters and People readily and 
thankfully own their many and great Obligations 
to the Grace of God. as 


Tur Benefits which are conferred upon us as 
Chriſtians, demand our thankful Acknowledge- 
ments nt we ought, in a particular manner, to 
thank our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and to magnify his 
Grace for thoſe ſuperadded Favours by which we 
are fitted for, and * put into the miniſtry. It is a 
great Privilege to be admitted into the Family of 
God, but it is a diſtinguiſhing Mark of Honour 
to be appointed the Stewards of his Houſehold, to 
preſide amongſt his Servants, The Number of 
Miniſters is but ſmall, if compared with the reft 
of Chriſt's Diſciples ; and many who afſume that 
Character, too evidently appear to be deſtitute 
of this Grace, and very little acquainted with its 
Influences. How many Teachers are there in 
Iſrael that know not theſe things,* and are raſh 
enough to cenſure the moſt ſober Diſcourſes of 
them as enthuſiaſtical? This ſhould farther en- 
gage the happy Subjects of this Grace to render 
to the Lord according to his peculiar Regards 
unto them. Paul conſidered the Apoſtleſhip as a 
Favour, and wondered that he who was leſs than 
the leaſt of all ſaints, and who had been the chief 
of ſinners,* ſhould be called to it. We ſhould fol- 
low his Example, and, in our lower Station, 
humbly own that we were altogether unworthy of 
the Honour conferred upon us : If any good 
hath been by us, we ſhould claim nothing to 
ourſelves, but give the Glory of all our Services, 
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and of all our Succeſſes, to that Grace which 
worketh with us and by us.* Let the moſt uſeful 
of Chriſt's Miniſters always remember, that ex- 
cept the Lord had built the houſe, they had laboured 
in vain; and therefore they ſhould ſay, Not unto 
us, but unto thy name, let the glory be given. 
TRAEVY who reap Benefit from our. Miniſtry, 
ſhould alſo entertain the ſame Sentiments, and 
Join with us in paying that Tribute which is ſo 
juſtly due unto the Grace of God. When God 
bleſſeth our Labours, and we are not only their 
Inſtructors, but their fathers in Chriſt, they are 
apt to indulge an undue Attachment to us, eſpe- 
cially under their firſt religious Impreſſions, and 
to give that Honour to the Servant which belongs 
only to the Maſter. But let them conſider, that 
it was not from any Virtue in us, that their Souls 
received Healing, but that it was the great Phy- 
ſician who recovered them: Let them learn of the 
primitive Chriſtians, who, when they heard of 
PauPs Converſion, his Entrance on the Miniſtry, 
and Succeſs in it, * glorified God in him : They 
did not glorify him ; they conſidered him only as 
an Inſtrument, and gave the Honour unto the 
Lord, who made uſe of him to ſerve the Purpo- 
ſes of his own Glory. Where an undue Regard 
is paid to the Creature, and a confident Depen- 
dence fixed upon it, in a Forgetfulneſs of divine 
Grace, it will be juſt in God to permit the Soul 
to ſuffer Hunger where it expected conſtant Food, 
and to languiſh under Ordinances adminiſtred by 
the moſt able Hand, from which the greateſt 
Refreſhraent has often been found. 4. Hexcz 


Bias, a Heathen Philoſopher, could ſay, On ar aza2vy 
es hne, eis Occ avampm, If thou doſt any Good, aſcribe 
it to God. Diog. Laer. Vit. Bias. 
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Henct we may learn that Miniſters, and 
thoſe that attend their Miniſtrations, ſhould main- 


tain a conſtant Dependence upon the Grace of 
God, 


Ir is good Advice that is given to 77 THY an 
Evangeliſt, that he ſhould be ſtrong in the grace 
that is in Chriſt Feſus; which implies a Caution 
that he ſhould not truſt to his own Strength to do 
the Work put into his Hands: And ſurely we 
ſhould attend to it, ſince it is at leaſt as neceſſary 
for us as it was for him. Some think our Saviour . 
had a particular Reſpect to the great and difficult 
Services to which the Apoſtles were called, when 
he told them, that he * was the vine, they were 
the branches; and that as the branch cannot bear 
fruit, except it abide in the vine, no more could 
they, except they did abide in him; for without him 
they could do nothing. Doubtleſs the Words may 
be applied to them in their diſtinguiſhing Chara- 
Cter, as well as under the more common Apella- 
tion of Chriſtians, And if we conſider them in 
that View, they direct Miniſters to a Dependence 
upon the Grace of Chriſt to help them in the 
Performance of thoſe Duties which are incumbent 
upon them in that public Capacity. 

Nor that this ſhould lead us into a Neglect of 
fuitable Preparation for our Work; we muſt 
ſtudy cloſely, pray fervently and conſtantly, if 
we would be workmen, who need not be aſhamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth.: But when we 
have done our beſt, we ſhould look higher, and 
tarn our Eyes and Thoughts to Jeſus, who only 
can bleſs our Indeavours : We ſhould lay all our 
10 Compoſures 
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Compoſures at his Feet, begging that he would 
aſſiſt us in the Delivery of them, and crown them 
with Succeſs. This is an Honour due to divine 
Grace, and ſhews that we have ſuch an high 
Opinion of its Efficacy and Power, as to place 
our intire Confidence in it. Some Miniſters, who 
have ſtrictly obſerved themſelves, have found, and 
have recorded it as their frequent Experience, 
that the Pleaſure and Succeſs of their miniſterial 
Labours, have been proportionable to the Degree 
in which they have maintained a Dependence on 
divine Influences. When they have entered upon 
their Work, in their Studies or their Pulpits, 
with a full Conviction of their own Weakneſs, 
they have found moſt Inlargement within; and, 
on the other hand, when they have been puffed 
up with their own Sufficiency, they have ſunk 
much beneath themſelves, have been given up 
perhaps to an obſervable Barrenneſs of Thoughts 
and Language, or, in their moſt elaborate Per- 
formances, they have laboured in vain, When- 
ever we expect much from ourſelves, and do, as 
it were, ſet aſide the Grace of God, we may de- 
ſervedly be corrected for our Folly by being de- 
prived of its Influences. | 


5. Ir the Grace of God influences Miniſters to 

ſo many good Purpoſes, we ſhould then pray that 
a conſiderable Meaſure of it might be beſtowed 
upon thoſe who are deſigned for, or entring upon 


that Work. 


Taxe Methods of Education are much im- 
proved, and there are ſuch Advantages now 
amongſt us for Proficiency in human Literature, 
as many of us were not favoured with in our 
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younger Years. Wiſe and learned Tutors are a 
public Bleſſing ; may their Number be increaſed ; 
and may the Lives of thoſe who are well qualified 
for that Service, be prolonged to a good old 
Age! But, with all their Skill and Application, 
they cannot, of themſelves, make uſeful Miniſters :. 
Some will miſcarry under their Care, and others 
will come forth in a Way little adapted to do 
good unto Souls, if God doth not pour out his 
Spirit, and beſtow the Gift of his Grace. upon 
them. For this Reaſon we ſhould be importu- 
nate with God for a large Communication of this 
Grace to the riſing Generation of Miniſters, that 
a divine. unction from the Holy One might teach 
them, and then they will be able to teach others 
in a uſeful and acceptable Manner ; for none 
teacheth like God.* Our fathers, where are they ? 
The prophets, do they live for ever? Several valu- 
able Miniſters have been removed in the Compaſs 
of a few Years, and others are in the Decline of 
Life, their Sun is going down, their: Evening- 
Shadows lengthen, and, in a little time, the Vail 
of Night will be drawn over them, and tbe eye 
that ſeeth them, ſhall ſee them no more. * Then the 
great Concernments of the Redeemer's Kingdom 
will devolve on thoſe who are now the riſing Ge- 
neration : May the great Lord of the Harveſt 
ſend them forth as able and faithful labourers into 
his harveſt,” to ſupply the Places of thoſe who are 
going, or- are already gone, to a better. World. 
As we decreaſe, may they increaſe; not only in 
Js * 5 a 51 70 Sufficiency for their 

ork, and in the fulneſs of the bleſſing of the goſpel 
of Chriſt.* May a double Portiop of mech 2 


48 
© x John ii. 20. Job xxxvi. 22, .3Zech.1 5. 
+ Job vii. 8. 5 Matth. ix. ult. 6 Rom. xv. 20, 


7 2 Kings ii. 9. 


[ 34 ] 


has reſted on the moſt eminent in the preſent 
Age, be upon thoſe that ſucceed, that they may 
do God more and better Service in their Day, 
than we have done in ours! May vital Chriſtia- 
nity live when we are dead; and may pure Reli- 


gion, and undefiled, be propagated amongſt our 


Children, and our Childrens Children, when we 
are ſleeping in the Duſt ! May that flouriſh from 
- Age to Age, and from Generation to Generation, 
as long as Sun and Moon ſhall indure! To theſe 
Wiſhes, and to theſe Prayers, let all the People 
ſay, Amen. | | 

6. Ir Miniſters are under ſo many Obligations 
to the Grace of God, they ſhould be ready, on 
all Occaſions, to plead its Cauſe, and to recom- 
mend it to others. 


IT is a juſt Remark of one who was well ac- 
quainted with this Grace while on Earth, and I 
doubt not but he is now giving Glory to it in 
Heaven, That the Name of Grace is become 
* contemptible with many, treated with Ridi- 
&* cule, as a Term of Cant, fit only for Enthuſi- 
&« afts, or, at the beſt, for dull and old-faſhioned 
„ Divines.” Theſe are the modiſh Sentiments, 
and it 1s accounted an Evidence of a fine Genius, 
and of a polite Taſte, eagerly to give into them, 
This unhappy Degeneracy calls upon Miniſters 
to defend the Honour of divine Grace, and to in- 
deavour, by all Chriſtian and Goſpel; Methods, 
to ſecure and reſcue it from Contempt. 
Tux ſhould attempt this out of a Regard for 
the Intereſts of real Religion in the World. I 
apprehend that a conſiderable Difference may 
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wn be diſcerned, as to the Power of God- 
ineſs, between the Congregations where this 
Grace is wiſely and ſoberly preached, and thoſe 
in which it is exploded, and the ſhattered and 
broken Powers of human Nature are exalted and 
placed in its ſtead, How can we expect God 
ſhould bleſs us, when that is neglected on which 
the Efficacy of all our Labours does depend ? 
Strong and maſterly Reaſoning may ingage the 
Attention, and inlighten the Underſtanding of 
ſome; accurate and polite Diſcourſes may amuſe 
the Fancies of others; but it is the Grace of God 
that muſt reach the Heart, and make the Word 
effectual to Salvation. Why then ſhould we be 
ſhy of mentioning it, and unwilling to inſiſt upon 
it in our Sermons, eſpecially if our Principles 
will allow a ſuitable Regard to it? Let us not 
wad: it over as a nice and uſeleſs Speculation, but 
et us rather imitate the Example of the Apoſtle 
Paul, who frequently makes a moſt honourable 
and affectionate mention of it. Freely we have 
received, and let us give it out with a liberal 
Hand, and in large Portions, for the Nouriſh- 
ment of the Souls of the F aithful, that we may 
appear to be indeed good Rewards of the manifold 
grace of God.* 

THrtrs Grace is alſo a proper Subject for Con- 
verſation. When we are viſiting our People, we 
have a fair Opportunity of ſaying many Things 
in its Favour, to ingage them to join with us in 
due Acknowledgments to it, and Dependence 
upon it. We may, fo far as Humility and Pru- 
dence will allow, entertain them with a Hi- 
ſtory of it in ourſelves, or relate the great 
Things which it hath done for others. Diſ- 
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courſe on ſuch Subjects would turn to a much 
better account than angry Diſputes, than wounding 
the Reputation of the Abſent, and oftentimes of 
the Innocent, or than waſting our precious Hours 
in thoſe gayer Trifles, which may, R leave 
both us and others leſs diſpoſed for the Puties of 
Life than we before were. Beſides, it is our In- 
tereſt to ſupport the Honour of this Grace, we 
ſhould do it for our own ſakes. How unhappy 
is it, when we diſcover an Indifferency toward 
that by which we are what we are? While a Mi- 
niſter is lighting the Grace of God, he is doing a 
great Injury to himſelf, he is weakning his own 
Strength, ſinking his own Comfort, and obſtruct- 
ing the Succeſs of his own Labours. On the 
other hand, when we are making manifeſt the 
7 ſavour of this Grace in every place, we ſhall find 
it will turn to a good account in a rich ſupply of 
the Spirit,* that will work powerfully in us; and 
we ſhall feel its Influences on our Heart, which 
will aſſiſt and ſtrengthen, us in our Work. 


Tarts appeared very remarkably in my dear 
and worthy Brother, your late Reverend Paſtor, 
whoſe Death we are now lamenting, and who, 
as J hinted before, deſired me to inſiſt on this 
Subject, that -he might leave with you his dying 
Teſtimony to the Riches and Freedom of that 
Grace by which he was what he was, 
_ In his younger Years he was much addicted to 
thoſe Amuſements and Diverſions in which too 
many, in the preſent Age, laviſh away their pre- 
cious Time, while their beſt and moſt valuable 
Intereſts are neglected. But it pleaſed God, who 
deſigned him for eminent Service, to call him 5h 
bis grace, and to reveal his Son * in him, which 
N 1 effectually 
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effectually reclaimed him from the Follies of 
Youth, and led him afterwards frequently to 
drop a Tear over them, a they might be 
remembred no more.” oon as he had received 
the Grace of God, it was his great Concern to 
watch againſt every thing which might obſtruct 
his Progreſs in Religion, and to uſe all proper 
Means to promote and ſtrengthen the Chriſtian 
Temper in all its Branches. In order hereunto, 
he narrowly inſpected the Workings of his own 
Mind, and ſtrictly obſerved the manner of his 
Converſation. A few Days before his Death, he 
put into my Hands ſeveral little Volumes, under 
Obligations never to expoſe them to the View of 
any Perſon living; which, I hope, I ſhall not 
violate by a few Obſervations upon them. Theſe 
Papers contain a Journal of his Life from the 
time of his Converſion, until he was ſo diſabled 
by Weakneſs, that he could carry the Account no 
farther, He ſeldom miſſed a Day, for ſeveral 
Years, unleſs interrupted by Sickneſs, or ſome 
extraordinary Occurrence, without entring ſome 
uſeful and profitable Remarks. In theſe Memoirs 
we have an Account of the deep -Imprefſions 
made upon. his Mind by the gracious Regards of 
God in ſeeking him out when he was as a loſt 
Sheep, and in bringing him under the ſpecial 
Care of the great Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls. 
Here. we find him admiring the free Grace of 
God in forming Chriſt in his Heart, and in car- 
rying on that good Work -which he had begun, 
From theſe Notes I learn he was very ſevere in 
examining into the Diſorders of his Mind, and 
the Defects of his Converſation, and very defirous 
that they might be rectified: For which Purpoſe 
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he frequently ſet apart Time to fagk the Lord in 
ſecret, to-ingage his Aſſiſtance in mortifying Sin, 
and to obtain thoſe Communications of Grace and 
Strength, which would enable him to be perfeci- 
ing holineſs in the fear of God. From hence alſo I 
collect, that he was working out his own ſalvation 
with fear and trembling,* and that he had other 
Affairs on his Hands, in his Retirements, beſides 
the framing of Diſcourſes for the Entertainment 
of his People in Publick. It alſo appears that he 
was particularly exact in the Review of his reli- 
gious Hours, and in reflecting on the Frame of 
his Spirit in the ſolemn Acts of Worſhip; that 
he might give Glory to God when it was comfor- 
table, and be ſuitably affected when it was other- 
wiſe. In a word, from an intimate Acquaintance 
with him, I had a great deal of reaſon to con- 
clude that he was a very good Chriſtian; but I 
muſt own, I never ſaw ſo much of his great At- 
tainments in Religion, as appears by the amiable 
Pourtraiture of his Inward Man in ſeveral Parts 
of this Diary. | 
IT was a ſtrong Deſire. to do good to the 
Souls of Men, by teaching tranſgreſſors the ways 
of God, that ſinners might be converted to him, * 
which inclined him to devote himſelf to the Work 
of the Miniſtry. He foun much real Satiſ- 
faction in Religion, that he was willing others 
might taſte its Pleaſures; and he faw ſo much 
Danger in a Courſe of Sin, that he thought he 
could not do a kinder Office, than to warn Men 
of it, that they might eſcape the Pollution and 
Condemnation to which it would expoſe them. 
He was not ſo carly in his Preparation for this 
holy Imployment as ſome others, but, with the 
t Bleſſing, 
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Bleſſing of God on his great Induſtry and indefa- 
tigable Indeavours, he ſoon came forth qualified 
with thoſe Indowments which are of the greateſt 
Importance to render Miniſters uſeful to the 
Church of Chriſt. im WE, 
x had a great Gift in Prayer, and could 
_ expreſs himſelf very copiouſly and pertinently in 
that ſacred Exerciſe, eſpecially on particular Oc- 
caſions. His Preaching was plain, ſcriptural, 
and experimental, in the good old puritanical 
Strain. He did not affect the inticing Words of 
Man's Wiſdom, which pleaſe the Fancy: neither 
was he nicely curious in the Form of his Diſe 
courſes z but it was his Indeavour to touch the 
Conſcience and impreſs the Heart. He inſiſted 
largely on the peculiar Doctrines of the Goſpel, 
eſpecially on the Atonement of Chriſt, and the 
ſanctifying Influences of the Spirit. He looked 
upon theſe as the two Pillars in the New Teſta- 
ment Temple, without which the Building would 
ſoon fall to the Ground, Theſe were his favou- 
rite Subjects, his delightful Topics, which tri- 
umphed in his Sermons, and diffuſed themſelves 
through all his Performances. He never failed 
to introduce them whenever the Argument in 
hand lead to them; and ſometimes, like holy Paul, 
with whoſe Writings he was ſo much delighted 
and edified, he did not ſcruple a Digreſſion which 
might.exalt the Name and Grace of a Redeemer, 
and indear him to himſelf. and to his Hearers. 
He was fully perſuaded that theſe were the eſſen- 
tial Parts of the Goſpel Scheme, that they were 
clearly revealed in the holy Scripture, and that 
they could not be dropt without giving up Chri- 
ſtianity. And what he had felt of the Impor- 
tance of them to himſelf, was one great _—_— 
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of his inviolable Attachment to them. In his 
laſt Sickneſs he declared to ſeveral of his particu- 
lar Friends, that he had conſidered ſome modern 
Sentiments, in the Views of an approaching Diſ- 
ſolution, and that awful Account which he was 
ſoon to give of himſelf unto God the judge of all," 
but durſt not venture his Soul upon what was ad- 
vanced by them; and that nothing could afford 
him any Relief, in the Circumſtances he was then 
in, but the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt to give him a 
Title to Heaven, and the Grace and Spirit of the 
Redeemer to 'make him meet for the inheritance 
with the ſaints in light. Here he fixed as on a 
ſure Foundation, which he knew could never de- 
ceive him. Theſe Doctrines he preached as 
doftrines according to godlineſs, and improved them 
to promote Purity of Heart, and Holineſs of 
Life, in the Diſciples of Feſus. He governed 
himſelf very much by this Maxim, Always to 
preach the Grace of the Goſpel practically, and 
the Duties of it evangelically : And I heartily 
wiſh that ſuch a Maxim may be as prevalent as it 
is reaſonable, and would be uſeful to Minifters 
and People. | | | 

' Hex was diligent in his Work, and in labours 
more abundant,* Beſides the Care of his own 
Congregation, | which was very large, he fre- 
quently viſited his Friends abroad, preached ſe- 
veral Lectures, and was ready to lay hold on 
every Opportunity ta' do good ; and God won- 
derfully owned and bleſſed his Labours. There 
were many added to the church 3 under his imme- 
diate' Care, and a promiſing + Harveſt appeared 
to be ſpringing up there, even when God laid 
him aſide, : and called him to receive his Reward : 
| VN 13 IF . | by May 
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May. it grow up to Maturity, to the Joy of ſuch 
as may enter on his Labours! But his Uſeful- 
neſs was not confined to his own People there 
are ſeveral in other Places, both in the great City 
and in the Country, who have reaſon to bleſs 
God for the Benefit which they received by his 
e His Race was ſhort, but it was well 
run. e had not quite twenty Years allowed 
for publick Service in the Church of Chriſt, * but 
there are few, in theſe later Ages, have done 
more in ſo ſhort a ſpace of Time. And here it 
will be worth while to obſerve how conſtantly he 
gave the Glory of all to God, of which his Diary 
furniſhes me with perpetual Inſtances. When he 
heard of. any Good done by his Miniſtry, he of- 
ten makes ſuch pious Reflections as theſe upon it: 
Lord, I am amazed to think of thy free Grace! 
SO Grace, Grace, the very Quinteſſencę of Grace! 
that God ſhould afford his Spirit and Preſente, 
and give Succeſs to the Labours of one ſo un- 
« worthy as myſelf!” ?? ET 

He was a Perſon of great Moderation, and 
behaved with much Decency and Candor towards 
thoſe who differed from him, He claimed a 
Liberty of judging for himſelf in Matters of Reli- 
gion, and he as readily granted the ſame to others; 
which did not proceed from a Coldneſs and Indif- 
ferency towards that which appeared to him to be 
the faith once delivered to the ſaints,* but from an 
earneſt Deſire to ſecure and propagate it. It was 
his fixed and ſettled Judgment, that the Mind of 
Man could not be forcedz that Things muſt be 
received in the Light in which they appear to the 
Underſtanding ; that Hey and Paſſion eclipſe 

. gs 
1 He died Juh 31, 1736. in the 42d Year of his Age. 
Jude, ver. 3. 7 
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the Glory of Goſpel Truths; and that ſevere 
Cenſures, given = by fallible and uninſpired 
Men, would prejudice Perſons againſt them. He 
was fully perſuaded thar the Faith of Chriſtians 
could not * ſtand in the wiſdom of man, but in the 
power of God ; and that all the Methods, which 
carried in them more of human Authority than of 
ſcriptural Argument, would, in the Event, be 
ineffectual for its Preſervation, and prejudicial to 
its Intereſts. He often took notice how unſuc- 
ceſsful and miſchievous they had been in ſeveral 
Inſtances in former Times; and he feared they 
would be much more fo in the preſent Age, in 
which Men are grown ſo very tenacious of their 
Liberty, that the leaſt Appearance of Impoſition 
inflames their Paſſions, and may lead them, per- 
haps, to carry both their Reſentments and their 
Suſpicions to an extravagant Height. He often 
lamented the Diſſervice which is done to the 
Cauſe of Truth, by the intemperate Zeal of 
ſome, who, he apprehended, deſigned very well, 

and wiſhed that cooler Meaſures had been taken 
in all the unhappy Diſputes which have ariſen 
amongſt Chriſtians, T hus he did not only com- 
mend Charity, but exerciſed it ; and that excel- 
lent Grace appeared in his whole Conduct. Theſe 
mild and gentle Attempts to eſtabliſh his People 
in the Truth, were attended with remarkable 
Succeſs; while other Churches have been intan- 
gled with paſſionate Debates, which have ended 
in Quarrels and Diviſions, this, in which he pre- 
ſided, held the truth in love, and walkins in the 


fear of the Lord, and in the comforts of the Holy 


Ghoft, was multiplied and edifed. And J will 
venture to affirm, that thoſe ICI which 
are 

1 Cor. A. 3. * Adds ix. 31. 
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are allowed to be orthodox by the moſt zealous, 
judicious, and experienced Chriſtians of our own 
Day, and were generally maintained by our firſt 
Reformers, are as firmly believed, and as cor- 
dially imbraced amongſt you, my Brethren, of 
this Society, and in other Places round about, 
where he had the moſt peculiar Friendſhip and 
Influence, as in any Part of this Kingdom. He 
preached the plain Truths of the Goſpel Revela- 
tion; and as God was pleaſed to add Efficacy to 
them, and to deliver the Hearts of many into 
that form of doctrine which is contained therein, 
this effectually ſecured them from dangerous He- 
reſies: And he was inclined to think, that if the 
ſame Methods had been taken in other Places, 
novel Opinions had gained as little ground elſe- 
where, as they have done in theſe Parts. 

He knew the World, and had ſtudied Men as 
well as Things: He entered far into the Inten- 
tions and Inclinations of thoſe with whom he con- 
verſed, and, by a ſingular Dexterity, often turned 
them to the beſt Purpoſes. He had a great 
Command of his Temper, and could yield with- 
out a mean or ſervile Compliance with what was 
diſhonourable ; or ſteadily maintain his ground, 
without the leaſt Appearance of Arrogance and 
Severity, as he ſaw Occaſion, either for the one 
or the other. This Acquaintance with human 
Nature, was very ſerviceable to him in his public 
Labours. His Reaſoning was frequently built 
upon Facts, and his Inſtructions and Exhorta- 
tions were founded on Things known and under- 
ſtood by all, which therefore carried their own 
Evidences to the Hearers. 

Hz was obliging in his Behaviour towards all 
Men, and cultivated a friendly e 

F 2 wit 


1 Rom. vi. 17. 
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with thoſe of the eſtabliſhed Church. The Foun- 
dation of this laudable Practice was laid here, many 

Years ſince, by one of his Predeceſſors, that great 
Man of God the Rev“ Mr. JonN MAIDPDWELI, 
and it was much improved by Mr. SauxpRs. 
I cannot here omit mentioning the candid Return 
it met with from many of the principal Inhabi- 
tants of this Town; their reſpectful Behaviour to- 
wards him in his Health, their kind Offices in 
his Sickneſs, and their real Sorrow at his Death, 
will not ſoon be forgotten. 

As a Friend he was generous and kind, watch- 
ful of all Opportunities to ſerve thoſe to whom he 
ſtood ingaged under that Character. He carried 
about with him a conſtant and affectionate Con- 
cern for them, which ſhewed itſelf in a Readineſs, 
on all Occaſions, to maintain their Character, 
and promote their Uſefulneſs; and when they 
needed his Aſſiſtance, he would enter thoroughly 
into their Caſe, and, without Solicitation or Im- 
portunity, ſeek and promote their real Advantage. 
His great Acquaintance and Influence furniſhed 
him with many Opportunities of this kind; and 
as 1t was one of the greateſt Pleaſures of his Life 
to obſerve and improve them, fo it was very re- 
markable, that when any of his Friends have been 
extricated out of Difficulties, or reaped Benefits 
by his Means, he would never boaſt of the Ser- 
vice he had done them, but modeſtly decline the 
Praiſe, by aſcribing it to others rather than to 
himſelf. 

To his own People he was a tender and affecti- 
onate Shepherd, ſympathizing with them in their 
Trials, counſelling them in their Difficulties, re- 
lieving and ſupporting them in their Straits, and 
praying earneſtly for them in all their Troubles. 

S0 
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So cordially was he united in Affection to them, 
that no Solicitations could prevail upon him to 
remove from them, tho' conſiderable Offers were 
made him from abroad, and great Importunity 
uſed to prevail on him to accept them. This in- 
deared him very much to his Flock, and did not 
a little contribute to the Succeſs of his Laboum 
among them. 

He met with many uncommon Afflictions, un- 
der which he generally appeared eaſy and chear- 
ful. He did not burden his Friends with long 
and tedious Complaints, but poured them out be- 
fore that God who is able to Help in every time of 
need; and he was ſupported and carried comfort- 
ably through ſeveral of them. They certainly 
gave him Uneaſineſs, and might impair his 
Health, but they contributed very much to the 
Improvement of his better part; he came forth 
out of the Furnace as Gold tried in the Fire; and 
ſome of the beſt Sermons he ever preached, were 
thoſe which ſucceeded his ſevereſt Exerciſes, 
Theſe led his Thoughts very far into the Myſte- 
ries of Providence, and enabled him to fet many 
of its darkeſt Scenes in a fair Light, that he'might 
comfort thoſe which were in any trouble, h the rom- 
fort wherewith he had been comforted of God. 
Tux Removal of ſuch an accompliſhed Per- 
ſon, in the midſt of his Days,” who was ſo well 
qualified for publick Service, has made a very 
great Breach upon us, which God alone is able to 
repair, He had ſurmounted great Difficulties, 
and was ripened by Experience and Obſervarion 
and we were promifing ourſelves much Satisfa- 
ction and Benefit from his remaining Years, 
which, according to the ordinary Courſe of 

Nature, 
1 Heb. iv. 16. . - ©:SCE Ls 
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Nature, might have been many, and their 
Uſefulneſs long increaſing ; but the great Sove- 
reign of our Lives and Mercies has ſeen fit to 
remove him to Scenes of far more important and 
delightful Service above. We dare not repine at 
the Stroke, but ſurely we are allowed, we are re- 
quired to feel and to lament it. You of this 
Church have ſuſtained a Loſs, which, I fear, will 
not ſoon be made up; and the Loſs is not yours 
alone, but we, his Brethren in the Miniſtry, are 
this day weak by the Fall of a great man in our 
Vrael. How are we diſtreſſed for our brother? uſe— 


ful and pleaſant has he been to us in life !* But he is 


gone: His Prayers, his Counſels, and his Aſſi- 
{tance we ſhall have no more, how much ſoever 
we may deſire and want them. Nevertheleſs, I 
hope the Prayers he did ſo often and fervently 
offer up for the Intereſts of Religion amongſt us, 
are yet on Record before God, and that Mercy 
will ſtill be returned in anſwer to them. 

Lr his Example live in our Memory, and 
let us be followers of him in thoſe many Reſpects in 
which he was a faithful Follower of Chriſt, the 
rreat apoſtle and high prieſt of our profeſſion.* And 
et us look up to God for his Grace to enable us 
to act the ſame wiſe and good Part in our Day, 
that we may finiſh well at laſt, and leave this 
World with ſuch believing Views and Proſpects of 
a. bleſſed Immortality, as were ſo remarkable a 
Support to our deceaſed Brother, when heart and 
fleſh failed him.“ 

Ay as for you, the dear People of his Charge, 
who were ſtill in his heart to live and to die with 
you,” may you often be recollecting what you have 
heard from him in the Pulpit, and heard and ſeen 

in 


t 2 Sam. iu. 38, 39, 2 Sam. i. 23, 26. 3 1 Cor. xi. 1. 
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in private Converſation. Let me, in a particular 
manner, recommend to you a due Attention to 
his dying Advices; “ better, I am ſure, cannot be 
given to you: Let them live in your Practice, 
though he is dead. This will be the moſt ſub- 
ſtantial and important Way of paying Reſpect to 
his Memory, and turn to a much better Account 
than the mentioning his Name with the higheſt 
Marks of Affection, while his Counſels are ſlighted 
and forgotten. Remember that he was a Friend 
to you, not only in Word and Profeſſion, but in 
Deed and in Truth ; and aſſure yourſelves of this, 
that if you conduct yourſelves by thoſe wiſe and 
holy Counſels, which are founded not merely in 
human Prudence, but on the Word of God, tho? 
your dear and honoured Paſtor be dead, you will 
find yourſelves ſtill ſafe and happy in the Care of 
the great ſhepherd of 1/rael, who is the ſame yeſter- 
day, to day, and for ever. To him I cordially 
recommend you, and hope and truſt, through his- 
Grace, that the Sorrows of this Day will, ere 
long, be ſwallowed up in that Joy with which 
you ſhall meet him, when he comes publickly to 
beſtow on our dear Friend, and on;every faithful 
Miniſter and Chriſtian, a crown of ol 2205 fadeth 
uot away.* Amen. 


N. B. This refers to a very pious, affectionate, and jud?- 
cious Letter which Mr. Saunders left to be read publickly to 
the Congregation after tnis Sermon ; ſeveral Copies of which 
haye ſince been diſtributed amongſt them; and which, tis 
hoped, they will frequently review; particularly that they 
may act upon them in the Choice of 4 3 to which 
theſe Advices peculiarly refer. ba ty 
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